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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). in no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133), 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 April 2001 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-83 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-83 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 24 April 2001 is/are: a)|3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1. 85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d), 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomn PTO-152, 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed April 24, 200 L 

2. Qaims 1-83 have been examined. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The Office acknowledges receipt of the Inforaiation Disclosure Statement filed 
June 25, 2003. Since the date of publication of several of the references (e.g., Switch 
Engine, Conditional Execution Engine, etc.) was not provided, the Office uses the 
date of publication of the WorkflowView™ program, which is December 10, 1998 
(see attached copy of snapshot of U.S. Copyright Office Web Site, Registration No. 
TX-5- 122-061) for art rejection purposes. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings filed April 24, 2001 are approved by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Qaims 68 and 69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Qaim 68 recites the limitation "said condition" in line 4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Qaim 69 rccites the limitation "said condition" in line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.G 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described m a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, niore than one )€ar prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

8. Qaims 1-83 are rejected under 35 U.S.G 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Heuristic Ph)^ics Laboratories, Inc/ s("HPL") software development tools 
(YIELDXplorerTM, WorkflowView™, etc.). 

Claims 1, 17 and 20 

HPL discloses at least: 

rrmns for displaying a woirkspace on a oonputer sawn (see at least 
Workflow View'^^, Users Guide, Figure 3-1 and related discussion in the Users 
Guide); and 

nmns for dkplaymg a plurality (f dyects on said oonpiOer screm iruikidmlly 
seleOaUe to be placed and ooupled tocher in said mirkspacB to d^im a mjrkfbwfor a user 
interaoiwpTx^ani ^uherein at least one cf saidplurdity (f ot^eos has at least me interacdudy 
alterable q?erationparanEter during execution cf said user interactiw program (Workf lo wView'^^, 
Users Guide, Figure 3-1 and related discussion in the Users Guide). 
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Qaim 34 

Since claim 34 recites all of the features of claim 1, claim 34 is also rejected for 
the same reason. Per claim 34, HPL further discloses u^hereinat least me (f said plurality 
(f djects perform an interactiidy alterable smtch Junction fir directing data flow mthin said user 
interactiw pro-am (see Switch Engine, User Manual, pp. 4-7). 

Qaims 35 and 49 

Since claims 35 and 49 recite a software development tool employing the same 
workflow means for displaying of the tool recited in claim 20, the same rejection is 
applied. HPL further discloses therein at least ore cf said plurality (f directs facilitates brand) 
processing aooording to a user indicated sdectkn fromdisplayed irfonrution generated by said user 
interacdw pro-am {see at least Conditional Execution Engine, User Manual, pp. 4-8). 

Claims 50 and 66 

Since claims 50 and 66 recite a software development tool employing the same 
workflow means for displaying of the tool recited in claim 20, the same rejection is 
applied. HPL further discloses isherein at hist one (f said plurality cf objects fadlitates 
assi^iing a name to a selected input port (f another me (f said plurality cf dyects so that data mcy be 
pwwMdireoly to said irput port (see at least Workflow View"^^, Users Guide, section 5.2, 
"Setting External Input/ Output Engine Properties). 

Qaims 67 and 83 

Since claims 50 and 66 recite a software development tool employing the same 
workflow means for displaying of the tool recited in claim 1, the same rejection is 
applied. HPL further discloses ^idxrein at least one (f said plurality cf objects pronpts a user 
for irput uJoen a oondoion is met uMe exeadng said user interaoiw proQ^am (see at least Figure 
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23-1, Conditional Execution Engine, User Manual and related discussion in the 
manual). 

Qaims 2 and 18 

The rejection of base claims 1 and 17 is incorporated. HPL further discloses 
rrmns for (kidoptng a tser mteracdwpTXJ^amsuch that at least onepnperties page mdudir^ at 
least one irtteraokdy alteraUe operation pararrEter is display^ to a iser prior to e)cecMion(fsaid 
user iriteraoiw program {sec at least Figure 5-2: Example of Display Properties Page 
Window; Workflow View'^^, Users Guide, section 5.1.1). 

Claims 3 and 19 

The rejection of base claims 1 and 17 and intervening claims 2 and 18 is 
incorporated. HPL further discloses uiherein said at least one properties page inchides a 
properties page for eado dject hawig at least one interaoiidy alterable operatim parameter (see at 
least Figure 5-2: Example of Display Properties Page Window; WorkflowView'^^, 
Users Guide, section 5.1.1). 

aaims 4, 21, 36, 53 and 70 

The rejection of base claims and intervening claims is incorporated. HPL 
further discloses ^uiherein one (f said plurality cf djects is a first input d^ectforextraoingfirst 
spec^ieddatafioma first sdectd. database {see at least Figures 1-1, 5-4 'Tath to Field", 
WorkflowView'^^, Users Guide). 

Claims 5, 22, 37 54 and 71 

The rejection of base claims and intervening claims is incorporated. FIPL 
further discloses isherein another one cf said plurality cf objects is a second irput object for 
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extractkjgseoondspec^Mc^ jnma seoof)%isdected(ktah^ d^erent scherm thansaid 

first sheeted datalme (see at least Figurcs 1-1, 5-4; Workflow View'^^, Users Guide). 

Qaims 6, 23, 38, 55 and 72 

The rejection of base claims and intervening claims is incorporated. HPL 
further discloses rrmns fcr dsfidc^inga user irtimuUwpWQ^atn sudj that at least om properties 
pags irdudmg an i^aokdy alteraUe smtdo fimotkn for directing data flawfnmsaid first and 
second vrpM ok^eos to a renninckr cf said myrkflow is dkplayable to a tser prior to exeodtion (fsaid 
i^erinteractiw pro-am {see at least Figure 4-6, WorkflowView^^, Users Gmde; Figure 
20-3, Switch Engine, User Manual), 

Claims 7, 24, 39, 56 and 73 

The rejection of base claims is incorporated. HPL further discloses uiherm one 
cf said plurality cf objects is an output chject pro^amrMe to store output data in a spec^ied output 
file (see at least sections 4.1.3, 4.1.4 - NOTE: -, Workflow View'^^, Users Guide). 

Oaims 8, 11, 25, 28, 40, 43, 57, 60, 74 and 77 

The rejection of base claims and intervening claims is incorporated. HPL 
further discloses idoer^ said spec^ied output file resides on a remote conputer (see at least 
Figure 1-1 "Metadatabase", Figure 5-4 "Servers", Workflow View^^, Users Guide). 

Claims 9, 26, 41, 58 and 75 

The rejection of base claims and intervening claims is incorporated. HPL 
further discloses idxrein said output direct is prograrrmible toprmuk said output data to an 
execzaaHepw^am{see at least Figure 5-4 and related discussion in the manual, 
Workflow View"^^, Users Guide). 
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Oaims 10, 12, 27, 29, 42, 44, 59, 61, 76 and 78 

The rejection of base claims and intenrening claims is incorporated. HPL 
further discloses "Uiherein said cMput object is prograrrmMe topraiidesaid mtput data to an 
exeaaahkprvgram anikurKhsaideKeodtali^ at least Figure 5-4 and related 

discussion in the manual, WorkflowView'^^, Users Guide). 

Qaims 13, 63 and 80 

The rejection of the base claim is incorporated. HPL further discloses inhemn 
one (f said plmdity cf otjects pefoms an interaai'idy dteral^ s'lM jwKtionfor£^ flaw 
mthinsaidwofrkflaw (see at least Figure 4-6, WorkflowView^M^ Users Guide; Figure 20- 
3, Switch Engine, User Manual). 

Oaims 14, 31, 46, 64 and 81 

The rejection of the base claim is incorporated HPL further discloses ishermi 
om(fsaidpli4raLity(fot^ects fadliiates brarnhprvosssir^acooniir^t^ meriridkcaaisdectim 
displayed irfonmtion ^neratedbysaid user interacUwpw^ani (see at least Conditional 
Execution Engine, User Manual, pp. 4-8). 

Qaims 15, 32, 47, and 82 

The rejection of the base claim is incorporated. HPL further discloses 'uherein 
cm (f saidplurality (f ol:^ects fitdlitates assigmnga mnietoasdectedirputportcfawthero^ 
said plurality cf d^ects so that data rrtty beprcfdded direcdy to said input port (see at least 
Workflow View'^^, Users Guide, section 5.2, "Setting External Input/Output Engine 
Properties). 
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Claims 16, 33, 48 and 65 

The rejection of the base claim is incorporated, HPL further discloses isherein 
one <f said plmdity cf directs pronpts a merforvpa^iJihena (xjnditim is rm uMe executingsaid 
merinteracdwp7io^am{see at least Figure 23-1, Conditional Execution Engine, User 
Manual and related discussion in the manual). 

Claims 30, 45, 62 and 79 

The rejection of the base claim is incorporated. HPL further discloses 'isherein 
one (f said plmdity cf objects has at least om irteractiidy alterable operatimparanEter (see at 
least Figure 5-2: Example of Display Properties Page Window; WorkflowView^^, 
Users Guide, section 5.1.1). 

Claim 51 

The rejection of base claim 50 is incorporated. HPL further discloses vherein 
saiddata ispnnidedbya j^erindiaoinga ojntainer for said data throu^astringammrdto 
eKeaaesaidmerirteracdiEpro^arni^t^ at least Figure 4-11, WorkflowView'^^, Users 
Guide). 

Claim 52 

The rejection of base claim 50 is incorporated. HPL further discloses idjerein 
saiddata isprudchdbyarKJtheroonput^ indkatinga container/or said data throu§) a 

stmig ammrd to execute said user iritera(£w program (see at least Figure 4-11, 
WorkflowView'^^, Users Gviide). 



Claim 68 
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The rejection of base claim 67 is incorporated. HPL further discloses %sherBin 
another cf saidplmdity (f ot^ects is a cDnditim dyect faditating intercutiw spec^iattion cf said 
condaim (see at least Figure 23-3: Conditional Execution Engine Workflow Usage; 
Conditional Execution Engine, User Manual). 

Qaim 69 

The rejection of base claim 67 is incorporated. HPL further discloses nmns for 
deuEloping a user iritmtOiwprv^amsMh that a properties pa^ associated wth said (mdidan object 
and facilitating interacdw speculation cf said ooruiition is displayahk to a mer prior to ex eoition (f 
said liserinteractiwprvgnm {see at least Figure 23-3: Conditional Execution Engine 
Workflow Usage; Conditional Execution Engine, User Jv^nual), 



Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Template Software teaches Developing a WFT Workflow System, WFT 
Version 8.0, Second Edition, Date of publication October 31, 1997. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier commimications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hoang- Vu A Nguyen-Ba whose telephone 
number is (703) 305-0103. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday, 
6:15 - 15:45. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached on (703) 305-4552. The fax phone number for 
the oi^anization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application maybe obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for 
published applications maybe obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/ / pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBQ at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



ANTONY NGUYEN^ 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

Alt Unit 2122 

May 19, 2004 
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Registered Works Database (Title Search) 
Search For: VVORKFLOVWIEW 
Item 1 of 1 



1. Registration Number: T)(-5-122-061 

Title: WorkflowView. 

Description: Computer program. 

Note: Printout only deposited. 

Claimant: [Author and claimant] Heuristic Physics Laboratories, Inc. 

Created: 1998 

Published: 10Dec98 

Registered: lOJanOO 

Special Codes: 1/C 
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